15 May 2018, Strasbourg, France
Pharmacopoeial Discussion Group (PDG) holds first videoconference meeting
The Pharmacopoeial Discussion Group (PDG), consisting of representatives from the European
Pharmacopoeia (Ph.Eur.), Japanese Pharmacopoeia (JP), the United States Pharmacopoeia (USP)
and the WHO (International Pharmacopoeia) as observer, held its first interim videoconference on
Wednesday 11 April 2018.
As indicated in the meeting highlights of September 2017 (available here), the PDG had decided to
review its meeting formats to engage more at the technical level and introduce teleconferences, as
a more direct opportunity for exchanges between the experts in the regions in order to resolve
issues on specific PDG topics. This resulted in changes in the format and frequency of the face-toface meetings, which will take place once a year with one interim video conference with the
purpose of the main meetings to focus more on strategic direction setting.
Since the last PDG meeting, technical conferences providing a virtual space for experts from the
three regions were organised on two items: Q-09 Particulate contamination and E-62 SWFI (Sterile
Water For Injection). During the PDG video conference, the Coordinating Pharmacopoeia reported
back on the successes of these technical conferences in solving sticking points and thus progress
made in these fields since the last PDG meeting.
The PDG also continued its strategic review of individual work items and agreed to launch a pilot
phase to try a prioritisation scheme for excipient monographs and general chapters. This trial phase
concerns 10 excipient monographs and 5 general chapters; at the next PDG face-to-face meeting it
will be decided whether to expand the prioritisation scheme to the other items on PDG work
programme or not.
The next annual face-to-face PDG meeting will be hosted by the Ph.Eur. on October 2-3, 2018 at
the EDQM premises in Strasbourg, France.
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The EDQM is a leading organisation that protects public health by enabling development, supporting
implementation, and monitoring the application of quality standards for safe medicines and their
safe use. Our standards are recognised as a scientific benchmark world-wide. The European
Pharmacopeia is legally-binding in Member States1. Similarly, the EDQM develops guidance and
standards in the areas of blood transfusion, organ transplantation and consumer health issues.
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There are thirty-nine members of the European Pharmacopoeia Commission: Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece,
Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Republic of Moldova, Montenegro,
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, “the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”, Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom and the
European Union.

A political organisation set up in 1949, the Council of Europe w orks to prom ote
dem ocracy and hum an rights continent-w ide. I t also develops com m on
responses to social, cultural and legal challenges in its 47 m em ber states.

