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With ever-increasing criminal inventiveness and scarce public resources, health and law
enforcement authorities greatly depend on a common legal basis that allows prevention of
health damage, prosecution of counterfeiting/falsifying medical products and co-operation at
an international level.
Recent cases show that medicrime is entirely international and concerns all countries, whether
as marketplaces, production sites or as transit points aimed at concealing the origin of these
products.
In 2012, counterfeit Avastin® (Roche), an anti-cancer medicinal product, was shipped to the
United States via Europe with the help of intermediaries based also in Europe. Patients would
not have any therapeutic effect from the products. The competent UK drug regulatory
authorities uncovered transit points in their territory and are co-operating in the investigations
with authorities in the US.
In 2011, the French medicines and health care products authority withdrew from the market
breast implants produced by a certain company. These medical devices contained materials
which are not suitable for use in humans. The materials had not been declared in the product
files. Deception about the product, false advertising and putting in danger the lives of
individuals are being investigated. Thousands of women in Europe are now worried about the
health implications of their breast implant, and many of them needed to seek help through
their national healthcare systems.
The Council of Europe and the Danish Health and Medicines Authority wished to boost the
fight against counterfeit/falsified medical products and similar crimes in Europe and other
regions of the world at a conference organised on 16 May 2012 in Copenhagen, under the
Danish Presidency of the Council of the European Union.
In particular, the conference developed a strategic approach supporting the implementation of
two complementary instruments, the Council of Europe MEDICRIME Convention and the
EU Directive on Falsified Medicines.
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