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Convention on Human rights 
and Biomedicine
Article 28 - Public debate

� «Parties to this Convention shall see to it that the 
fundamental questions raised by the developments 
of biology and medicine are the subject of of biology and medicine are the subject of 
appropriate public discussion in the light…of 
relevant medical, social, economic, ethical and legal 
implications…»

Ethics education of health professionals, professors, and the
general public



Purpose of Public DebatePurpose of Public Debate

�� To raise awareness among all members To raise awareness among all members 

of the society on the of the society on the importance of this importance of this of the society on the of the society on the importance of this importance of this 
debatedebate and their and their legitimate participationlegitimate participation

Young peopleYoung people = members of the society = members of the society ––
future of this society future of this society 



Initiative of the Council Initiative of the Council 
of  Europeof  Europe

Development of a teaching aid  Development of a teaching aid  Development of a teaching aid  Development of a teaching aid  
intended for intended for 
professors/teachers wishing to professors/teachers wishing to 
address and discuss bioethical address and discuss bioethical 
issues with young peopleissues with young people



ObjectivesObjectives
�� To make To make young peopleyoung people aware of bioethical aware of bioethical 
issuesissues

�� To foster To foster independent thinkingindependent thinking

�� To promote a To promote a participatory approachparticipatory approach to to 
debates on societal issuesdebates on societal issues

�� To open up to To open up to thethe European dimensionEuropean dimension of the of the 
debate debate (international)

� To clarify key scientific and medical To clarify key scientific and medical 
conceptsconcepts



Design of the projectDesign of the project

The The conceptconcept of this teaching aid was of this teaching aid was developeddeveloped in    in    
collaboration with MSc students at the Louis Pasteur  collaboration with MSc students at the Louis Pasteur  
University (Strasbourg, France)University (Strasbourg, France)

Determining elements:Determining elements:
Education programmes Education programmes (biology, philosophy, (biology, philosophy, �� Education programmes Education programmes (biology, philosophy, (biology, philosophy, 
civic education…) andcivic education…) and limited time limited time –– Flexible Flexible 
useuse

�� Social and cultural differences Social and cultural differences between between 
countriescountries

�� Possibility of Possibility of use in other contextsuse in other contexts, in , in 
particular professional educationparticular professional education



Project of teaching aidProject of teaching aid

�� AA set of educational fact sheets set of educational fact sheets 
intended for professors/teachers and intended for professors/teachers and intended for professors/teachers and intended for professors/teachers and 
studentsstudents

�� NotNot intendedintended to exhaust the subject, to exhaust the subject, 
but to providebut to provide essential information essential information to to 
tackle the subject andtackle the subject and initiate an open initiate an open 
debatedebate on bioethical issueson bioethical issues



A Set of educational fact A Set of educational fact 
sheetssheets

�� 2 educational fact sheets to the 2 educational fact sheets to the 
attention ofattention of teachers/professorsteachers/professorsattention ofattention of teachers/professorsteachers/professors

�� 5 educational fact sheets to the 5 educational fact sheets to the 
attention ofattention of professors /teachers professors /teachers 
and studentsand students



2 2 educational fact educational fact 
sheetssheets to the attention to the attention 
of professors/teachersof professors/teachers

PresentationPresentation: tool : tool 
objectives and general objectives and general 
descriptiondescription

Recommendation for the Recommendation for the 
organisation of the debateorganisation of the debate
& complementary activities& complementary activities



Educational Fact Sheets   Educational Fact Sheets   
for professors and studentsfor professors and students

5 educational fact sheets centred 5 educational fact sheets centred 
on the subject

Example: organ donation 



11stst Introductory fact Introductory fact 

sheetsheetsheetsheet

-- Sets the issue in  Sets the issue in  

context context 

-- describes the medical   describes the medical   

technique technique 

-- provides some key  provides some key  

figures figures 



22ndnd Scientific fact Scientific fact 22ndnd Scientific fact Scientific fact 

sheetsheet

The information is The information is 

presented in simple presented in simple 

terms that everyone terms that everyone 

can understand.can understand.



Scientific fact sheet Scientific fact sheet (2)

PProcedures involved rocedures involved 

(schematic presentation) (schematic presentation) 



Fact sheet presenting Fact sheet presenting 

fundamental ethical principlesfundamental ethical principles

-- Provisions of the Provisions of the Convention -- Provisions of the Provisions of the Convention 

on Human Rights and 

biomedicine and its additional and its additional 

ProtocolProtocol

--Some ethical, legal and social Some ethical, legal and social 

aspects are underlinedaspects are underlined

((e.g. organ traffickinge.g. organ trafficking))



Fact sheet presenting Fact sheet presenting Fact sheet presenting Fact sheet presenting 

concrete situations concrete situations 

Case study: basis for the Case study: basis for the 

debate, debate, 

Questions to facilitate Questions to facilitate 

initiation of the debateinitiation of the debate



Find out moreFind out more
website, publications website, publications 
references on the references on the 
subjectsubject

Complementary Complementary 
definitionsdefinitions
[Glossary] [Glossary] 



Fact sheets available in Fact sheets available in 20082008::

Organ donation, M.A.R., GeneticsOrgan donation, M.A.R., Genetics
Cloning,  Biomedical researchCloning,  Biomedical research

� Objective: to find partnership for : to find partnership for � Objective: to find partnership for : to find partnership for 
translation and distribution in the members translation and distribution in the members 
States of the Council of EuropeStates of the Council of Europe

�� ProjectProject:: to adapt the sheets for to adapt the sheets for university university 
and health professionalsand health professionals educational educational 
programmesprogrammes


