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The use of blood components represents the only therapy available for many seriously ill patients who suffer 
from acute or chronic diseases. The guide contains recommendations on blood collection, blood components, 
technical procedures, transfusion practices and quality systems for blood establishments and thus describes a 
set of measures designed to ensure the safety, quality and efficacy of blood components. It represents a key 
milestone in defining the “gold standard” for blood transfusion services and forms the basis for many national 
regulators in Europe and beyond. The guide to the preparation, use and quality assurance of blood components 
will be of interest to blood transfusion centres, regulators, health personnel and to all those working in the 
field of transfusion medicine. 
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The 14th Edition of the Guide is available in English and French. 
 
For ordering, please consult our website: www.edqm.eu/store. 
 
Questions and comments on the content should be sent directly to the department in charge: 
 
European Directorate for the Quality of Medicines & HealthCare (EDQM) 
Mr Jean-Marc Spieser & Dr Marie-Emmanuelle Behr-Gross 
7 allée Kastner, CS 30026, F-67081 Strasbourg, France 
Tel: +33 (0)3 90 21 41 08 – Fax: +33 (0)3 88 41 27 71 
E-mails: jean-marc.spieser@edqm.eu, marie-emmanuelle.behr-gross@edqm.eu 
Website: www.edqm.eu. 
 
 

A political organisation set up in 1949, the Council of Europe works to promote democracy and human rights 
continent-wide.  It also develops common responses to social, cultural and legal challenges in its 47 member 
states.  
 


