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50TH MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS ON THE CLASSIFICATION OF
MEDICINESASREGARDSTHEIR SUPPLY (STRASBOURG, 15-16 MARCH 2011)

The classification whether medicines require a sadbrescription or can be sold over the countehés
responsibility of the national health authorities Europe. Across the continent, authorities uséemiht
approaches for this classification.

The EDQM'’s Committee of Experts on the classifimatof medicines as regards their supply held if8 50
meeting on March 15, 2011. A pioneer in this fietde Council of Europe has been involved in the
classification of medicines since 1961 and hasiiedprelevant EU legislation. In the work programriee
issue of annual recommendations to health autbsritr the classification of medicines and esthbisnt of
good classification practices are given high ptyoirThe recommendations are for authorities todresiclered

in national legislation and a reference for indus®cientific and public health based approachaisng
account of the classification by individual authies, are used to establish recommendations fante?00
medicines. These recommendations are publisheavam.edgm.eu/melclass. Authorities and industry are
encouraged to send specific comments and inform&ticghe EDQM at: melclass@edgm.eu.

The Committee of Expertsn charge of this programme is composed of memfrers several countries in
Europe including non-EU members. Its work contmsuto promote patient safety and, where appropriate
harmonises access to medicines without a presmmigtcross Europe, which helps foster public heamttth
manage healthcare resources responsibly.

Contact: Caroline Larsen Le Tarnec
Public Relations Division, EDQM
Tel.: +33 (0) 388 41 28 15

E-mail: caroline.letarnec@edgm.eu

Note for the Editor: The EDQM is a leading organisation that proteaiblip health by enabling development,
supporting implementation, and monitoring the aggilon of quality standards for safe medicines theit safe use.
Our standards are recognised as a scientific bemthmvorld-wide. The European Pharmacopbésalegally-
binding in European Member States. Similarly, ti2(B develops guidance and standards in the areaod
transfusion, organ transplantation and consumdtthisaues.

A political organisation set up in 1949, the Council of Europe works to promote democracy and human rights
continent-wide. It also develops common responses to social, cultural and legal challenges in its 47 member
states.

1 Committee of Ministers Resolution ResAP(2007)ore information

There are currently thirty-seven members of theofiean Pharmacopoeia Commissiéastria, Belgium, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany,
Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Montenegro, Netherlands, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Sovakia, Sovenia, pain, Swveden, Switzerland, the former Yugoslav Republic
of Macedonia, Turkey, United Kingdom and the European Union and twenty-three observeiEhe World Health
Organization (WHO); 6 member states of the Council of Europe: Albania, Armenia, Georgia, Moldova, Russian
Federation and Ukraine; 16 other countries in the world: Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Brazl, Canada, China,
Israel, Madagascar, Malaysia, Morocco, Republic of Belarus, Republic of Kazakhstan, Senegal, Syria, Tunisia,
United States of America.



